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Nicosia,	2	December	2016	

Stop sacrificing nature & human rights to make cookies! 
A	 petition	 (https://you.wemove.eu/campaigns/justice-for-my-cookies)	 was	 launched	 today	 under	
the	SUPPLY	CHA!NGE	project	aimed	at	stopping	abuse	against	nature	and	indigenous	peoples	in	the	
supply	chains	of	European	businesses.		

The	 SUPPLY	 CHA!NGE	 project	 looked	 at	 the	 international	 industries	 supplying	 Europe	with	 cheap	
agricultural	raw	materials	from	the	global	south	and	found	a	multitude	of	abuses	against	nature	and	
indigenous	people.	The	project	also	revealed	that	the	palm	oil	supply	chain	is	especially	problematic,	
with	indigenous	people	in	South-East	Asia	seeing	their	traditional	land	rights	ignored	by	companies	
that	destroy	their	lands	for	the	cultivation	of	palm	oil.	This	palm	oil	is	used	to	produce	delicacies	sold	
by	retailers	in	Europe	that	we	eat	every	day,	especially	around	Christmas	time.		

	

A	 delegation	 of	 the	 SUPPLY	 CHA!NGE	 went	 to	 Indonesia	 to	 talk	 to	 affected	 farmers.	 They	 heard	
stories	of	corruption	and	violence.	In	one	case,	a	bupati	(district	leader)	sold	the	communal	forest	to	
a	company	to	plant	palm	oil	without	the	knowledge	of	the	villagers.	In	response,	the	villagers	set	fire	
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to	the	company’s	digger,	seen	as	the	symbol	of	the	destruction	of	their	forest.	
Two	 weeks	 later,	 two	 hundred	 policemen	 stormed	 the	 village,	 smashing	 windows	 and	 breaking	
down	doors.	 Twenty	men	were	 arrested	 and	were	 tortured	 in	 jail	with	 cigarettes	 and	beatings	 to	
make	them	confess	to	setting	fire	to	the	digger.		

“Life	has	changed	since	the	plantation	company	came	to	our	land.	Before,	we	could	drink	the	water	
from	our	spring.	We	could	gather	fruit,	rattan	and	wood	in	the	forest,	and	eat	our	own	vegetables.	
Today	we	have	to	buy	everything	 in	the	shop,	even	the	water,”	said	an	anonymous	woman	from	a	
village	which	is	now	almost	completely	encircled	by	palm	oil	plantations.	

The	European	Union	needs	to	implement	mechanisms	that	hold	companies	accountable	for	what	is	
happening	 in	 their	 supply	 chains.	 These	 mechanisms	 need	 to	 be	 binding	 if	 they	 are	 to	 have	 the	
desired	impact.			

”We	 are	 calling	 on	 the	 European	 Commission	 to	 support	 the	 initiative	 for	 a	 new	 binding	 United	
Nations	 Treaty	 on	 Business	 and	 Human	 Rights	 to	 regulate	 the	 operations	 of	 transnational	
corporations	 and	 to	 ensure	 environmental	 justice	 in	 countries	 of	 the	 global	 south,”	 said	 Martin	
Wildenberg	from	Global2000,	whose	organisation	played	a	leading	role	in	the	research.	

For	further	information	contact:	
Annagrace	Messa,	Project	Coordinator,	Future	Worlds	Center	-	Global	Education	Unit,	Promitheos	5,	1065	
Nicosia,	Cyprus	annagrace@futureworldscenter.org,	+357	22873820,	www.futureworldscenter.org,	
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalEducation	
 
Notes	for	editors: 
Petition: https://you.wemove.eu/campaigns/justice-for-my-cookies 
Studies	on	the	cookies’	ingredients	available	at:	http://supplychainge.org/research-eu/palm-oil-en/?L=eu	
	
SUPPLY	CHA!NGE	(www.supplychainge.org)	
The	 campaign	 SUPPLY	CHA!NGE	 is	 a	 group	of	 civil	 society	 organizations	 from	across	 Europe	 and	 the	Global	
South.	Its	main	objective	is	to	make	supermarket	store	brands	(sometimes	known	as	‘own	brands’	or	‘private	
labels’)	fairer	and	more	sustainable.	Compared	with	their	enormous	influence,	the	efforts	of	supermarkets	to	
prevent	 human	 rights	 violations	 and	 to	 reduce	 the	 environmental	 damage	 along	 the	 supply	 chains	 of	 their	
products	are	extremely	disappointing.		
 
Future	Worlds	Center (www.futureworldscenter.org) 
Future	 Worlds	 Center	 is	 a	 non-profit,	 non-governmental,	 independent	 organization	 that	 envisions	 and	
implements	projects	that	aim	at	promoting	the	culture	of	coexistence,	human	rights,	sustainable	development	
and	 peace,	 using	 methods	 that	 are	 based	 on	 the	 latest	 technologies,	 the	 science	 of	 dialogic	 design	 and	
democratic	 dialogue.	 FWC	mission	 is	 to	 enable	 and	 encourage	 people	 to	 rethink,	 reflect	 and	 resolve	 social	
challenges,	at	a	local,	European	and	global	level.	Our	actions	are	situated	exactly	where	social	changes	occur.	
FWC	 is	an	organization	that	 its	goals,	methodologies	and	people	are	connected	between	them.	All	of	FWC’s	
activities	are	 implemented	under	 its	4	main	units:	 the	Humanitarian	Affairs	Unit,	 the	Global	Education	Unit,	
the	New	Media	Lab	Unit,	and	the	Future	Designs	Unit.		
	

 
This	document	has	been	produced	with	the	financial	assistance	of	the	European	Union.	The	contents	of	this	
document	are	the	sole	responsibility	of	Future	Worlds	Center	and	the	SUPPLY	CHAINGE	Consortium	and	can	under	
no	circumstances	be	regarded	as	reflecting	the	position	of	the	European	Union.	

 


